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program

Democratizing
Parliamentary Institution
The people ought to know the main functions and roles of the Parliament of
Malaysia

B

On 10 October 2020, REFORM conducted
a Workshop on the Short Videos and
Documentary on The Parliament of
Malaysia at Armada Hotel, Petaling Jaya.
The objective of the half-day workshop is
to obtain feedbacks and opinions from various
stakeholders, where they shared their views on
the Parliament of Malaysia, and what are the main
points and features that should be highlighted and
should be put into the publication. Their opinions
and suggestions will be taken into consideration
and utilized in the process of publishing a series
of short educational videos and a documentary
on Parliament.
In order to ensure that the parliament stays
relevant and its presence felt by the public,
there is an urgent need to utilize the modern
technology, capitalizing the interactive platforms
to educate the mass on the parliament roles and
functions. With the publication of short interactive
videos and documentary, it is hoped that this vital
institution will be more recognized by the public,

especially among the youths.
Among notable names who attended the
workshop are YB Amin Ahmad (Kangar MP),
Firdaus Husni from Malaysian Centre for
Constitutionalism and Human Rights (MCHHR)
and Afiq Mohd Noor (Iman Research).
Several officers from the Parliament of Malaysia
were also in attendance, namely Muhammad
Afiq Muhammad Hanif (The Office House of
Representative’s Speaker), Emilda Md Yusof
and Nadia Haneem Zaminuddin (Department of
Corporate Commonication) and Muthanna Saari
(Research Officer).
The workshop commenced with a welcoming
speech by Akmal Hisham Abdul Rahim, the
Deputy Chairman of REFORM. In his speech,
he expressed his hope that this project will be
beneficial to all Malaysians, regardless of age,
background and race.
The workshop was facilitated smoothly by
Idzuafi Hadi Kamilan.
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talk

Educating
the
People on
Emergency
Law
REFORM took part in an effort to
educate the public on emergeny law

Representative himself, Tan Sri Dato’ Mohamad
Arif Md Yusof and Prof Datin Dr Faridah Jalil,
a senior law lecturer in Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (National Universiti of Malaysia), an
expert in Malaysian constitutional law. Both of
the panelists shared their thoughts on what might
transpire and what shall happen in the aftermath
of the King’s rejection of the emergency law
proposal brought by the Prime Minister.
All in all, the programs managed to tackle on
a lot of issues, and all the panelists were more
than prepared to answer the questions from the
curious and eager audiences. The panelists’
expertise on this issue was instrumental in
keeping the discussions on track and in achieving
the programs’ objectives.
It is hoped that these programs will help the
public enhance their understanding on emergency
law and its impact on the country’s administration
and the well-being of the citizen.

R

ecently, Malaysian Prime Minister, Tan
Sri Muhyiddin Yasin had presented
the cabinet’s proposal to the Yang di
Pertuan Agong (YDPA) to enforce a nation-wide
emergency. This is part of the government’s plan
in combating against the wave of Covid-19. The
King, in response, had brought the proposal to be
discussed in a special meeting with the Council of
Malay Rulers.
In order to enlighten the public on the
emergency law, REFORM had organized two
online intellectual forums involving experienced
panelists. The forums are part of REFORM’s own
initiative, Reformation Forum Series (Siri Wacana
Reformasi) to educate the people on various
topics regarding law, politics, public policy and
governance.
The 3rd program under the forum series titled
‘Emergency: Is It Good for the Nation’ discussed
the impact of the implementation of emergency
law for the country, featuring Wan Anwar Wan
Ismail (ex-Special Officer to The Speaker of
House of Representative) and Khairul Anwar
Musa (lawyer and solicitor).
The 4th program entitled ‘Emergency Law: Quo
Vadis’ features the ex-Speaker of the House of
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workshop

Empowering Young
Researchers
A workshop on policy paper writing to cultivate an excellent
research culture

S

tructured and regular trainings are among
the basic prerequisites to develop a team
of competent researchers for a serious
policy think tank. It is to ensure the quality of the
research being produced is in compliance with the
standard of research methodologies, especially
in writing and producing a policy paper.
It is for this objective that REFORM had
organized a virtual workshop on policy paper
writing. The workshop was done via ZOOM
application, attracting 17 participants from various
institutions. The workshop was conducted by
Aira Azhari, an experienced and highly trained
researcher, also a Manager of Democracy
and Governance Unit under the Institute for
Democracy and Economic Affairs (IDEAS). She
shared her expertise and experience in writing
a good and impactful policy paper. According to
her, policy paper is a research that tackles on a
specific issue that was to be presented to relevant
government agencies and stakeholders. Policy

paper aims to propose any suggestions, solutions
or new perspectives on certain policies that are
already implemented.
Based on her experience, in order for a policy
paper to be well-received, the paper must be wellconstructed and written in an orderly manner. The
important issues must be specified and highlighted,
and any suggestions must be supported with
sufficient data and accurate informations. A highimpact and high-quality policy paper can attract
the interest of researchers to really understand
and grasp the gist of the researches.
Idzuafi Hadi Kamilan, who moderated the
workshop really hoped that this program will
provide meaningful contributions for young
researchers in Malaysia. A competent researcher
will be able to create a better research environment
in Malaysia so that this country can compete with
other developed nations.
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